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CATS AND BIRDS 

By T. Gilbert Pearson 



WITH the widespread interest in bird pro- 
tection that has developed the past few 
years there has come a more searching 
inquiry as to the exact character of the various 
destructive agencies of birds. As a direct result 
the domestic cat is now being watched and reported 
on as never before since the days when mankind 
ceased to cherish a faith in witches, and other 
practitioners of the black art, who usually had 
mysterious dealing with Grimalkin. In fact so 
much has already been found out about the subject 
that every reading and intelligent bird-lover in 
the land to-day looks upon the cat as the worst 
enemy of his small feathered friends that has ever 
walked this earth. 

It is useless for the cat-lover to contend that 
cats do not catch 
birds. It is as 
natural for a cat 
to seek to pounce 
upon a bird as for 
a leopard to 
spring at a fawn 
or for a baby to 
cry for milk. If 
any cat fancier 
seriously doubts 
this statement let 
her (or him) leave 
the cherished cat 
in a room alone 
with the pet ca- 
nary for an hour 
or two and note 
the result. Now 
and then of course 
there is found an 
overfed, lazy, 
pampered cat that 
does not have the 
energy to hunt 
birds, but such 
cases are rare and 
the individuals 
are abnormal. 

Recently I was much impressed with an incident 
that seemed to indicate that the bird-hunting 
instinct is planted immeasurably strong in the 
soft, furry bosom of even the most carefully 
reared cat. A half -grown kitten had been accorded 
the hospitality of our home. It had been born in 
the winter when no birds were about but English 
Sparrows, and it had never heard the song of any 
bird. All its life too had been passed in the house. 
Once or twice it had been set down in the open 
door-way, but after one frightened look out at the 
cold forbidding world, it had quickly retreated 
into the house. One evening the phonograph was 
being played. The cat lay asleep on a settle and 
paid not the slightest attention to the music until 
a record was used that reproduced the recorded 
singing notes of a Nightingale. At the first sounds 
the cat was all alert and another moment began 
creeping forward with all the stealth and eagerness 
of an old experienced hunter of the shadows. 




Cats Killed by Warden on Massachusetts Heath Hen Reservation. Mr. 
Pearson Examining Evidence Showing Prevalence of Stray Cats in 
Uninhabited Region. The Nearest Settlement Is Three and a Half 
Miles Away. These Cats Destroyed Many Heath Hens. 



It is in the night or the early morning that cats 
catch most of their birds, for this animal is largely 
nocturnal. Some people tell me their cats rarely 
catch birds. Doubtless this is true in the day time, 
but what happens after you put the cat out at 
night? Are you sure your pet pussy does not lead 
a double life? A Doctor Jekyll he may be by day, 
but at night he is surely a Mr. Hyde. The nights 
in spring and early summer are filled with terrors 
for the birds that build their nests in the towns 
and villages of our country and tens of thousands 
of mother birds are caught as they brood their 
little ones. Young birds are eaten in the nest or 
caught after leaving it before they have learned 
to fly. It is not the house pet, however, that does 
all the damage, nor yet the major part of it. The 

country is over- 
run with vagrant 
cats, the super- 
flous cats that 
have wandered 
away from home 
or been left at the 
roadside by people 
who want to rid 
themselves of 
their presence, or 
that were born in 
the woods by un- 
cared for mothers. 
Ask any natural- 
ist, any experi- 
enced gunner or 
other observant 
person, what ani- 
mal tracks are 
most abundant in 
the woods and 
about the farms 
after a snow-fall, 
and invariably 
the answer will 
be "cats'." 

How to abate 
the nuisance is a 
question now looming large in the minds of the 
bird-lovers of the country. Many have advocated 
legislative restrictions of some character. In fact, 
as I write these lines, bills for the licensing of cats 
are pending in the Legislatures of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Ohio. 

In ancient Egypt cats were worshiped and death 
awaited the man who killed one. When a cat died 
the members of the family went into mourning, 
shaved off their eyebrows and sent the cat to the em- 
balmers — but the Egyptians were not bird-lovers. 

The National Association of Audubon Societies 
has of late paid for the publication of three large 
editions of an illustrated bulletin on the relation- 
ship of cats to birds and to mankind. This 
publication prepared by Mr. E. H. Forbush is of 
a most noteworthy character in the vast amount 
of interesting information it contains. The writer 
will be pleased to supply copies of this upon request 
sent to 1974 Broadway, New York City. 



